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Pooteſtant Diſſentcrs, | 


UF LATE 


PROSECUTED: 


On old Statutes made againſt Payisrs 
and PoprsH RECuUsSANTS: 


The two thirds of whoſe Eſtates are Sei- 
zed into the KiNnes Hands, and the 
Profits thereof Levyed Yearly. 


And many other Proſecuted for 20 1. a 
Month, to the Ruine of many Families, 


—__—_— 


. LONDON, 


Printed for Ben. Clark in George-lard Lumbard- 
ſtreet, 1 680. 
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THE CASE 
Poaoteſtant Diſſenters, 8c: 


T'S not unknown, That amongſt other Sufferings of Pzotelſtaut Difſen- 

Cers, this late Proſecution on old Statutes made and deligned againſ 
Papifts and Popiſh Recuſants hath not been the Keaft, and that which 
makes it app-ar the more ſirange, is, That frons the making of the ſaid 
Statntes in be time of ©. Eliz, wntil within the ſpace of 4 or 5 Tears laft paſt : 
The like Proſecution of Pzoteftant Diſlenters hath 102 been known. Belides; 
which the very Statutes themſelves, upon which Protctiant Difſenters are thus 
Profſecuted, appear to be defigned againit Popery and Popiſh Recuſants only, 
however now extended, and the feverity thereof exccuted chiefly on Pzotetant 
Diſſenters, | 

And that the ſaid Statutes, when made, were deſigned againfi Papifts, and 
not againſt Proteſtants, will appear by examination of the Preamblcs and Purport 
of the (ame, 

And obſerve The Statutes upon which Proteſtant Diſſenters are thus of late 
Proſecuted, convicted for 20] a Month, and two thirds of their Etiates (ci- 
zed into the King's Hands, are three (visz.) the 23d. and 2Sth, of Eliz. andthe 
3d. of K. James, | 

iſt, As to the firfi of theſe (vie that of the 23. of Eliz, Tt is intituled, 
An Act to retain the Queens Pajeffies Dubjects in their due Dbedience; 

And what ſabje&s thoſe were, who in thoſe days were diſobedient, and ftood 
in needof this Ac, Hiſtory and Tradition can well inform ; but beſides thats 
the Preambleof the AQ will plainly evidence. Which runs thus, 

« Where fithence the Statute made im the 1 3th. Year of the Reign of the 
* Queen our Sovereign Lady, Intituled, An Act againlt the bzinging in and 
© putting in execution of Bulls, Wzitings and Jnkruments, and other ſu- 
© yerſkitious Things from the Dx of Rome, divers evil-affected Perſous have 
** P2artiled, contrary to the meaning of the ſaid- Statutes, by other means 
* then by Bulls awd Inſtruments, Waitten 02 Pzinted, to withdzaw divers the 
©* Nucgns Majeſties Dubjects from their natural Dbedience to obey the ſaid uſur- 
© ped Authozity of Rome, audin reſpect of the ſame to perſwade great num- 
< bers to withdzaw their due Dbedience from Yer Majeſfies Laws, &c. | 

* For reformation whereof, and todeclare the true meaning of the — 
B2 e 


(2). 

«« Be it Declared and Cnatted, by the Authozicy of this pzeſens Parliament, 
<« That all Perſong, &, , NY þ- * = x 

In this Preamble-we may clearly underfiandua double or two-fald end, for 
which this Statute was made and providcd (viz.) for Reformaticn and Infor. 
mation. 6 

1. For Refozmation (viz.) of ſuch why» withdrew the Queens SubjcRs 
from their natural Obedience to the ulurpd Authority of Rome, as the pre- 
ceding Words are. 

2dly, For Jnfozmation in theſc Words (viz.) To deelare the true meaning of 
tbe ſaid Law (viz) the Law of the 13th. ot the Bucen, which the ſaid Statute 
recites, which ſaid Law was provided apainlt bringing in and putting in execution 


of Bulls, Writings, Inſtruments and other ſuperſtitious Thivgs from the See of Rome, 


And it we read the (aid Statute, it gives an account, That thoſe Bulls were 
brought from Rome to abſolve and reconcile fu.h who forlook their Obedience 
to the Queen, to yield and ſabj-& themlelves to the Popes uſurp'd Authority. 

$1 the Deſign of the faid Statute was to prohibic ſuch Bulls on pain of 
High-Treaſon, and to prohibit the bringing into the Realm Tokens or Things 
called Agnus Dei, Croſſes, Piurer, Beads, and ſuch like vain and ſuper(titions 
Things, which veing conſecrated by the Pope, &c. divers Immunities and Ex- 
emptions wereſaid to be granted. As that Statute words it, 

So that this Statute of the 234. of Eliz. appears to be a Supplementary 
Act, and Grplanatozy, of the 13 of the ſaid Queen again{it the bringing in of 
Wulls, Agnus Det, Croſles, &c, and therein alioprovides againſt Cithdzaw- 
ing any the Quens Jubjects to the Romith Religion(which that Age conceived 
ſo dangcrous. ) 

So that they firſt make it Treaſon to withdraw any from the Queens Dbe- 
dience or Religion (then eſtabliſhed) tothe Romifh Religion, or to_ obey the 
Authozity of the Sce of Kome, or other Prince. 

| They 2dly, make it Treaſon to be reconciled or drawn to the Romiſh Reli- 
Kion. 

They 3ly. make it Miſp;iſion of Treaſon to be Aiders, Maintainers or Con- 
cealers ot fuch as perſwaded othcrs to withdraw themſelves, | 

They 41y. provide the Penalty of 200 Marks, and a Pears Jmpziſonment, 
for ſuch as (hal! Say or Sing M:ſs, and then Ena generally 3 

5ly, That all Perſos above the ag: of 16 Tears, which ſhall not repair to Church 
once a Ponth, ſhall torteit for every Month 20 /,Upon which 1s the prefent Pro- 
ſecution' 'againli Proteſtants, 

Now it's very evident by the Dtatute of the 1;th, of the Queen, and by this 
of the: 23d.f the Queen, That 
\.. Iſt, The ffences provided againſt by theſe. Statutes were the bringing in of 
Bulls, Ag:ius Dei's, Crofſes, Pictures, Beads and ſuch like vain and fu 
perficious Things. 
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(2. 

2ly, The Perſons offending were the Impozters oz. Dpzcaders thereof; Pers 
ſons perſwading 02 withdrawing others, ,oz themſelves co the Romiſh Religi- 
on, oz Dee of Rome, aud Dayers and Dingers of Paſs. Jud co be Aiders oz 
DP aintainers of ſuch. NO 

So we conceive the Execution thereot was never intendcd, and hope ( by 
J ſuch Proviſion as the Parliament in Wiſdom ſhall ſee mect) will not be extcad- 
” ed toProteſtant Diſſenters, as of late yearsit hath been, contrary to all for- 
| mer Uſage and Practice, FE LN 

And that theſe Words All Perſons, ſhall be ſuch only, whom the Statute 
in cxprels Words and Terms complains of, as only dangerous 3 and by ſuch 
Pains and Pcnaltics thereby intended to be reform'd, 

The 24.. Statute on which ſuch Proſecutions againſt Protcllants are grounded 
is, that of the 28th, of the Queen 3 the Title beſpeaks it what it is (viz.) An 
Act foz the ſpeedy Crectttton of cercain Fzanches made in the 23d.Pear of the 
Queen — which is the Ac to retain the Nucens Majeſties Subjects in their due 
Dvedience, - The ſame which is before repeated. And provides againſs fraudu- 
lent Comveyances which might ke made to defraud the ©, of ber 201, per Menſem; 
And orders the Convidion to bereturu'd into the Crchequer,and proceſs tobe 
madcout thence to collc& it,or foy Non-payment,two 34s. of theic 1ea 1 Cltate 
ts be ſcized into the Queens Yands, &c. | 

So that until the 3d. of King James (a time memorable. to all Proteſiants, 
for the great Deliverance from the Gun-Powner-Plot) the former Laws con - 
tinucd without alteration or ſupplement, Ard in the 3d.of that King's Reign 
was made a Statute, Tatituled, Mu Act foz the vetter diſcovering and repzeſ- 
ſing Popiſh Recuſantz, Which is the third Statute on which are proſccuted 
Proteltant Diſſcoters, by the whole ſeries of which Statute it will appear, that 
Protefients were intended to be ſecured, but xever intended to be proſeented by it, as 
they are of late days. | 

And I may rep-at the preamble of the Statute, which will ſufficintly . Evi- 


dence the Intent and Deſign thereof. 
F Dubjects that adhere tu their Yearts to the Popiſh Religion, by the 
infection dzawn from thence, and by che Wicked and Deviliſh Coun- 

cel of Jeſuite:, Deminarres and other like Perſons, dangerous to the Church 
and cate; are ſo far perverted in point of their Loyalcy, and due Allegiance 
unto the Kiag's Pajeſtte, and the Crown of England, as hep are ready to 
entertain aud crecute any treaſonable Tonſpiractes and Pzaetces, as cvidents 
ly appcaret} iy that moze than Larbaroug aud Yozrivle attempt to have blown 
up with Cun-Powrer the Ring, Queen, Pzince, Lozvs and Commons, w 
the 


Which runs thus, ( viz.) 


D2aſmuch as it is found by daily Experience, that many his Pajefties 
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(4) 


the Parliament Aﬀembledz tending to the utter Subverſton of the whole 
State, lately taken by the inſtigatton of Jcſultes and Seminaries, and in av- 


vancement of their Religion, by their Dcholars taught and inſtructed by them 
to that purpoſe : Which attempt by the only Goodneſs of Almighty God was 
difcovered and defeated, Arid where divers Perſons Popiſly-affened, do ne- 
verchcleſs (che better to cover and hive their falſe Yearts, and wich more 
ſafety to attend the Dppoztunity co execute thetr miſchievous Deſigns) repair 
ſometimes to Church to eſcape the puniſhment of the Laws in that behalf pzc- 
vided! 

Foz the better diſcovery therefoze of ſuch Perſons and cheir Evil-affentong 
to the. King's Majeſty and the State of this Yis Realm 3 corhe end, that 
being known, their Evil-purpoſes map be the betcer pzevented. Be tt Enacted 
- That every PopiſhKecuſant convict, oz hereafcer to be convi- 
ed, oc, 


Tn which there is no mention made of other than Popiſh.Recuſants not one 
Word of Preteftant Di ſenterr, or Recuſants, or other Diſſenters or Recuſants 
then Popiſh only. Befides, enquire into the Statute. 

It provides, that Popiſh Recufants conformed,or afterward to conform, ſhould 
once 8 Month take the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper intheir Pariſh-Church, as in 
$. 2d. Inflis the Penalties of 20 }. 1ft, year, qo 1. the 29. and 601. the 3d, year 
for ſach Popifh Recuſanss not receiving the Sacrament, as in Q: 34. 

It Enacts that the. Churchs Wardens and Conftables of every Town, &ec, for 
the time being or if none, the chief Conſtable of the Hundred, &c, ſhall pre- 
ſent the Names of all Popiſh Recuſants, and the Children of the ſaid Recuſants, 
of 16 years old, as in. gtb. 

4ly, This Statute of the 3d, of K Jamez,recites the afore-ſaid Statute of 23. 
Eliz. by which the ſaid Recuſants (viz ) Popiſh, forfeit the 20!. per Menſem, 
aS in Q. 10. 

mY, And alſo recites the afore-faid Statute of 28 Eliz. direffing how the Q. 
ſhonld recover the 20 Il. per menſem, by ſeizure of two 34s. of the real Eſtate of ſuch 
convitied Recuſants. After which recital, itis therein alledg'd, that the 20 /. 
Fer menſem isa Burthen to the poor, and eaſe to the rich; who keep large 
ERatesin their own hands which (as ſays the Sta tute) they do for the molt 
ue imploy [as Experience hath taught | In the maintainance of Snpirſtition and 

opiſÞ Religion, and tothe relief of Feſniter, Seminaries, Priefts aud other dan- 
gerines Perſons tothe State; And - 

$o it's clearly aparent by the delineation and explanation of Offender and 
Dffences throughout this Statute, 

As if, Offenders (viz.) Feſuites, Semineries , and ſuch like perſons, dan- 
gerous to Church aud State, Perſons Popiſhly «affeited, adhering, im their Hearts to 
the Popiſh Religion ——— To cover and hide their falſe Hearts, and the beteer, 
and 
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(03) 
and with more (aſety to attend their miſchievous Deſigns, repair ſometimes 


to Church, ec, Peclons ready to execute any Treaſanable Conſyiracies and 
Pzactices. 


2ly. Their Offences or Deſigns (viz.) That borrible Attempt to blow up with 


Gnn-Powder the King, Oneen, Prince, Lards and Commons in Parliament. And 
this #0 advance their Religion, and to Subvert Church and State. 

And fo throughout the whole Statute, the Perfons enjoyned to take the Sa- 
exament, tO be preſented by Conſtables, and ſuch. like; are Papiſts, perſons 
Pepiſhly- affe#ed, adhering to the Popiſh Religion and Popiſh "ok ng 

By all which we hope it clearly appears, That thoſe Statutes were intended 
againſt Poptſh Reculants only, and not againſt Proteſtant Diſſexters or Recy- 
ſants in general, oor any other than Popiſh, and hope that the Proſecution of 
Proteftant Diffenters(as they have been of late)is and now at preſent are, an cx- 
tending the ſenſe of thoſe Statutes beyond Right Reaſon, and the intent of the 
Law-wakers. — All which is ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Parliament 
Aſſembled, to Conſider and Redreſs, as they in I/iſdom ſhall ſee mect. 


And this following Declaration is humbly offered as 2 
Teſt to diſtinguiſh berween PROTESTANTS and 
PaPeISTs, 


I A. B. Do Jolemnly and in good Conſcience Profeſs, Teſtiſy, and 
Declare, that T ds not believe that the Charch of Rome, or Papal 
Church, 7s the true C hurch, out of which there is no Salvation; or that 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome is Chriſt's Vicar, or head of the true 
Catholick Church ow Earth; or that either he or the See of Rome, 
hath any Authority Derived from Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to be head of 
the true Catholick Church. Or that the Pope or the See of Rome 
joyntly or ſeverally hath any JuriſdiFion or Supremacy over the ſaid 
Catholick Church 7 general, or my ſelf in particular ; oy that the 
Pope hath any Power to depoſe Princes, or to abſolve SubjeFs of their 
Allegiance, on any account wh#ſozver, or that it belongeth to the 
Pope or Authority of the Church or See of Rome, to be ſole Judge of 
Spiritual matters,or of the ſence of F'oly Scriptures ; or that the Pope or 
bis Clergy hath power to Pardon Sins, paſt, preſent, or to come,or to grant 
or give Indulgences for Sin of any kind ſoever; or that their DoFrine 
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of Purgatory.or Prayer to or for the Dead js according to the D! v1} 
of the Foly Scriptures; or the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint on We 
Angels ought to be WW orſbipped or prayed n+to,or are Mediators betweews W 
Gol and Man: there being no Mediator but Criſt Jeſus only, 
that the Flements'of Fread and Wine, at or afterthe T rieft hath pro- 
nounced bis Words of ( onſecration, are Tranſubſtantiated, or the whole 
or any part of the ſubſtance of the Bread or Wine, is at all changed into 
the : or Blood of Chriſt, or that the Sacrifice of the Mals as it is 
now ſaid to be uſed in the Church of Rome, is other then Juperſtitions 
and'Idolatrons. © 

And 1 do ſolemnly in the Preſence of God, Profeſs and Declare, 
that TI do make this Declaration, and every part thereof, in the plain 
and ordinary ſence of the Word read unto me, As they are commonly 
underiFood by Engliſh Proteſtants, without any Evaſion, F quivecation, 
or Mental Reſervation whatſoever And without any T'iſpen ſation al- 
ready granted me-for this purpoſe by the-Pope, or any oth-r Authority, 
or Perſon whatſoever, and without any hope of any ſuch Diſpenſation, 
from any Perſon or Authority whatſoever,or without thinking that T am 

| or can be acquitted before God or Man, or Abſolued of this Declaration, 
'Þ! or any part thereof, Although the Pope,or any other Ferſon or Perſons, 
| or Power whatſoever, ſhould diſpence with or pretend to annul the ſame 
or declare that it was null and void from the beginning. 
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